Valuable resources

Norway is a major, stable and reliable supplier of energy (oil, gas, hydropower);

And as a significant oil and gas producer we have a particular environmental responsibility – which we take very seriously.
Hydropower

About 99% of Norway’s total power production is based on hydropower

Norway is in a unique position with regard to hydropower because of it’s topography.

Norway has been a major hydropower producer for more than a hundred years, and today the country is the world’s sixth largest hydropower producer.

Renewable energy accounts for more than 60% of Norway’s total energy use.

Furthermore, close to 50% of Europe’s potential reservoir capacity is located in Norway.
Energy from the sea

The ocean is an enormous energy tank. The salt water is being used by Statkrafts osmotic power prototype. It is the world’s first osmotic power plant, based on energy of osmosis. 

Osmotic power is clean, renewable energy and is one of the technologies that can provide clean energy towards 2050.
Our vision

Environment and development are linked. Without restructuring of the world economy, continued global growth will cause serious environmental damage;

Poverty can in itself constitute a threat to the environment. Although the poor use relatively few resources, they are in some cases forced to use every available source of income and food without taking biodiversity or sustainability into account. These issues must be resolved through a common effort.
The Government has developed a coherent environmental and development policy based on four pillars: 

· Enhance its role as a driving force for greener development and as a bridge-builder between different groups of countries in international processes; 

· Intensify our efforts to promote greener development by contributing to low-carbon development, with particular emphasis on renewable energy and sustainable management of natural resources;

· Become a driving force in the establishment of global systems for maintaining ecosystem services; 

· We will continue to facilitate adaptation by developing countries to the climate change that is inevitable.
Norway and Bulgaria - partners in the European Economic Area and in the Energy Sector

As partners in the European Economic Area, Bulgaria and Norway have been working actively with local stakeholders to share knowledge and lessons on improving the functioning of the economy and the energy sector in particular. 

Bulgaria and Norway need to work together on developing knowledge-based strategic approaches to good governance and sustainable energy, adding to European security and prosperity. A key pillar of such strategic approach is transparency and the assessment of alternative scenarios. 

The Bulgarian public, and its international partners, must be much better informed about the alternatives to securing a reliable and sustainable energy supply, and the social, economic, and environmental costs to each of these alternatives.
Protecting the environment

“Green funding” – protecting the environment, boosting energy efficiency and promoting green innovation is the largest area of cooperation in Bulgaria in the period 2009 - 2014. Around one third (43 mil. Euro) of the total allocation has been earmarked for programmes aimed at environment protection, including energy efficiency and renewable energy and increasing the competitiveness of green enterprises.  

The programme Green Industry Innovation under the Norway Grants, aims to improve the environmental credentials of existing industries and encourage green innovation and green entrepreneurship. In order to take advantage of Norwegian experiences, technologies and investments, the programme will be based on partnership projects.

9 Norwegian companies are coming on the 9th of October to meet with Bulgarian branch organizations and establish partnerships with Bulgarian entities under the new Energy Programme
2 from 15 programmes focus on Green energy

Green industry innovation

Allocation 13 699 mil. Euro

Programme operator: Innovation Norway

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy

Allocation 13 260 mil. Euro

Programme operator: Ministry of Economy and Energy

The official launch of this programme will be on the 10° of October.
A good example

I would like to give as an example the successfully implemented project in the frame of the Norwegian Cooperation programme

The project was implemented in a partnership between the Bulgarian Ministry of Economy, Energy and Tourism and the Norwegian Water Resources and Energy Directorate (NVE). In addition other relevant stakeholders, both form Bulgaria and Norway, have been also involved. 

The main objective of the project was to continue the development of an efficient and competitive power market in Bulgaria in line with EU legislation. 

The good point is that the partnership between the Ministry of economy and NVE has been further developed and actually the two authorities are cooperating in as partners in the frame of the new EEA/Norway Grants support.

